
Municipality of the District of Lunenburg 
Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance Committee 
Held in Council Chamber, 10 Allée Champlain Drive, Cookville, NS 
Tuesday, May 5, 2026 – 9:00 a.m. 

Attendance  
Councillor Morgen Reinhardt, District 1 (Chair) 
Councillor Edgar Burns, District 7 (Vice-Chair) 
Mayor Elspeth McLean-Wile 
Councillor Martin Bell, District 2 
Councillor Pam Hubley, District 4  
Councillor Cathy Moore, District 5 
Councillor Alison Smith, District 6 
Councillor Ben Brooks, District 9 
Councillor Chasidy Veinotte, District 10 

Regrets 
Councillor Wendy Oickle, District 3 
Councillor Kacy DeLong, District 8 

Staff 
Tom MacEwan, Chief Administrative Officer 
Alex Dumaresq, Deputy CAO 
Elana Wentzell, Director of Finance 
April Whynot-Lohnes, Municipal Clerk 
Lisa Andrews, Recording Secretary 

1. Call to Order

Councillor Reinhardt called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and began by acknowledging that 
the meeting was held in Mi’kma’ki, the traditional territory of the Mi’kmaq people. 

2. Announcements/Acknowledgements/Recognition

2.1 Proclamation:  Gaelic Nova Scotia Month (read in English and Gaelic) 
Mayor McLean-Wile proclaimed May 2026 the 30th Anniversary of Gaelic Nova Scotia Month, a 
time to embrace, honour, celebrate, and raise awareness of the language, culture, history, 
contributions, and achievements of Gaels across the Municipality and the Province.  Gaelic 
Speaker, Adam Scott, Mahone Bay, attended the meeting and read the proclamation in Gaelic. 

2.2 Proclamation:  Environmental Sensitivities/Multiple Chemical Sensitivity Awareness 
Day 

Mayor McLean-Wile also proclaimed May 2026, Environmental Sensitivities/Multiple Chemical 
Sensitivity (ES/MCS) Awareness Month bringing awareness to the estimated one million 
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Canadians diagnosed with Multiple Chemical Sensitivity.  Community efforts by organizations 
and individuals raise awareness, offer hope and supports research. 

Councillor Bell also recognized today as being Red Dress Day, held annually to honour and 
remember Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls, and 2-Spirit People (MMIWG2S+) 
in Canada. 

3. Public Input

4. Approval of Agenda

Moved by Mayor McLean-Wile, seconded by Councillor Bell that the Agenda be approved as 
circulated.  Carried unanimously.  

5. Approval of Minutes – April 7, 2026

The Minutes of the April 7, 2026, Finance Committee meeting were approved as circulated.

6. Business arising from Minutes - Nil

7. Presentations
7.1 Flora’s Walk, Crystal Trull, RN, South Shore Flora’s Walk Leader 
Crystal Trull, RN, Flora’s Walk Leader, explained that Flora’s Walk was started to raise 
awareness and funds for perinatal mental health care (information circulated with Agenda).  
She also acknowledged that today is World Maternal Mental Health Day.  This year’s walk will 
occur on May 9 at 11:00 a.m. in Pijinuiskaq Park and funds raised will go to the NS Doula 
Association.  

Discussion: 
• The pilot program ended in 2025 and a provincial review, led by Jennifer Wheeldon,

Director of Mental Health & Addictions, is underway.

8. Consideration of Correspondence - Nil

9. Recommendations from Committees & Boards - Nil

10. Staff Reports
10.1 Finance Department 
10.1.1 Contaminated Site Liability – Centre School 
Elana Wentzell, Director of Finance, reviewed the report “Contaminated Site Liability – Center 
School” (circulated with Agenda) and informed Municipal Council that Staff propose recording a 
$250,000 liability in the March 31, 2026, financial statements.  
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The following clarifications were provided: 
• There is an $871K asset retirement liability already recorded for this site, for asbestos

removal, which is included in the demolition costs, while ~$250K was for additional site
remediation after demolition.

• Under Option 2, the site would remain a brownfield, mainly suited for passive
recreational use, with groundwater monitoring required for a limited time.

• Achieving higher “tier 1” cleanup (e.g., potable water use) would cost significantly more
(~$700K extra), so it’s not planned.

• The site could be sold but monitoring and financing obligations make it more likely to
remain as a long-term municipal asset.

11. Added Items – Nil

12. In Camera - Nil

13. Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:41 a.m.




