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A proud history… A promising future

This season at MODL …
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Broadband Internet
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Bridgewater Parking
… page 2

Christmas On The LaHave
Parade
Shown here are Mayor Don
Downe and Mayor David
Walker, greeting thousands
along the parade route on
November 28.

Your Government,
Your Ideas … page 3
Protect LaHave River
…. page 3
Community Trail Work
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River Ridge Common
… page 4
Community Clean Ups
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Christmas Tree Collection
& Winter Waste
… page 5

Over one hundred seniors enjoy crazy
Christmas antics and a light meal at the
Municipality’s Seniors’ Christmas Party
held annually at the Oakhill Fire Hall.

Active for Life
and Wonderful Winter
… page 6
Rose Bay Wharf,
Sherbrooke Lake and
Mayor’s Corner
… page 7
Mini Bins and Green Carts

… page 8

“Life is much
brighter when
we focus on
what truly matters … “

Kevin Veinotte’s Sleigh Rides are
always a hit. Watch for details
when conditions are right.
The Mission of this Newsletter is to better inform MODL residents of local municipal issues. The Newsletter is
published quarterly. Feedback, reaction, or comments are encouraged. Please write to: Kevin Malloy, Chief
Administrative Officer, Municipality of the District of Lunenburg, 210 Aberdeen Road, Bridgewater, NS B4V 4G8
or email kmalloy@modl.ca

Find all your Municipal info online | www.modl.ca
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Rural Life is an Art
Some say that rural living is an art. As readers of Municipal Matters know, it's just life to most
of us.
Many “Tour”-ists visited our seven communities from Blockhouse to Parkdale on September 19,
2015 for our second annual Rural Arts and Life Tour, accepting our invitation to “Come see what
we do, who does it, and why we do it here!” The weather was great, showing our landscapes off
to advantage.
They saw a managed heritage forest that yields sweet maple sugar and syrup. Willows along
roadsides were made into a master weaver's work baskets. They learned about rocks made into
stone walls or stone sculptures. Our museum showed how villages were crafted from
wilderness. A blueberry hill sells award-winning wine. Natural scenery inspired painters and
musicians. Locally-sourced wood is available as paddles and oars in a postcard setting, or is
carved into birds. A First Nations women's group sang and drummed ancient music on the shore
of a quiet lake. A kitchen garden supplied condiments presented artistically. Whether our work is
art or industry or community, this is a beautiful place to do it.
Visitors discovered all these experiences and more, including a maple-syrup breakfast in
Maplewood, and a goulash lunch in Upper Cornwall.
The Tour is a surprisingly inexpensive event. Each enterprise pays their own costs, and the Tour “simply” publicizes
them. We are grateful to the Municipality of the District of Lunenburg for granting us the funds to do this. The volunteer
Board is committed to not fundraising; we want to support our communities, not compete with them.
According to our exhibitors’ evaluation reports, the visitors we most enjoy on Tour Day are you – our nearest
neighbours. Come see us next year on Saturday, September 17, 2016. Meanwhile, “Like” us on Facebook and visit us
at www.ruralartsandlifetour.com.
Contributed by Jan Hull, President, Rural Arts & Life Tour Association

Broadband internet
access has become
fundamental to modern
life.
The District of Lunenburg in
conjunction with community
members and other levels of
government is actively pursuing a solution to this
problem knowing that it is the key to successful startups and growth of small and large businesses in rural
Nova Scotia. A resolution was put forward and passed
in November to UNSM (Union of Nova Scotia
Municipalities) requesting the Provision of Internet to
Rural Areas of Nova Scotia.
There are some areas in the District that do not have
broadband coverage; or, who have coverage but are
underserved with insufficient bandwidth and network
capacity to meet their demands.
The enclosed survey will help provide quality
information on the impact of poor or no internet
service on business operations, home-based
businesses, completion of school work and educational
upgrading and the impact on housing values.
Please complete and drop off the survey at the
Municipal office or send to The District of Lunenburg
210 Aberdeen Rd., Bridgewater, NS B4V 4G8 by
January 15. Or fax to 543-7123. Find the survey at
the end of the Event Listing in this newsletter.
For general inquiries call 543-8181 or your local
councillor.

Making merry with friends old and new

The 5th annual Dayspring Community Christmas Dinner offers
the chance to enjoy a holiday feast with friends old and new.
A traditional Christmas dinner with all the trimmings, or a
vegetarian option, will be served up at the Dayspring Fire
Hall on Friday, December 25th. Thanks to the generous
contributions of many local businesses and individuals and
the Dayspring Fire Department, the dinner, prepared by
volunteers, is free and everyone is welcome.
Doors open at 2:30 and dinner will be served at 3:00
pm. Free tickets can be picked up after December 3rd at
Mo’s Quik Mart in Dayspring or by calling Frank Fawson at 543
-9166.

Downtown Bridgewater Parking Changes
There are exciting changes coming to Bridgewater’s
Downtown! The South Parkade on King Street has been
removed. Merchant parking in this area will now be available
in the Town Hall Parking Lot to make up for the lost permit
parking spaces. Customers and visitors to King Street can park
in the North Parkade, the Town Centre Parking Lot, the
O’Neil Parking Lot, or on the street. On-street parking is now
free for a one year trial period for customers and visitors.
King Street will not be closed and Downtown merchants will
be open for business!
Next spring and summer there will be infrastructure
improvements and streetscape improvements made to the
block. Finally, next summer and fall a riverfront park will be
created in this location.
For information visit
www.bridgewater.ca/takebacktheriverbank
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“Your Government Your Ideas”
Council once again hosted the Your Government, Your ideas meeting series. Sixty-six
residents participated in the meetings which were held in November in Hemford, Blockhouse,
Big Tancook Island, Lunenburg, and Conquerall Mills. For the first time, the meetings were
moved to coincide with Municipal Awareness Week, and to allow Council to use the input to
help shape its strategic priorities.
Residents were asked to participate in discussions on a range of topics, including: citizen
engagement, shared services and amalgamation, the role of a councillor, the municipal
budget, and climate change. The discussion was lively and has provided some valuable insight
to Council as they grapple with these important subjects.
Residents were also asked to provide input on what strategic priorities are most important
to them. The responses included everything from tackling poor internet service, to fixing up
unsightly properties, to addressing straight pipes in the LaHave River. The most common
themes focussed on economic development, sound financial management and investments in
Municipal infrastructure. Communication with residents on Municipal issues and projects was
also suggested.
Participants appreciated the new format of discussion in small groups but suggested
providing information on the discussion topics before the meetings and increasing publicity.
A full report, including a more detailed summary of the discussions, will be presented to
Council in January. If you would like to receive the full report on the meetings, please email
adumaresq@modl.ca.

The Municipality Moves to Protect LaHave River
The Municipality took important steps towards protecting the LaHave River which will see
development restricted on floodplains. Council has heard concerns from residents and the
LaHave River Salmon Association about the potential impact on the river’s ecosystem
resulting from the lack of protection on the LaHave River’s floodplains.
After reviewing a staff report outlining legislation the provincial and federal government
have in place to protect watercourses and fish habitats, Council felt it was important to take
further steps to protect the natural asset. Council voted in favor of acquiring detailed
mapping of all floodplains in the Municipality. “The first step toward protecting floodplains
is to determine exactly where the floodplains are located,” said Deputy Mayor Garland.
Council also voted to consider developing land use planning to protect the Municipality’s
floodplains including the LaHave River floodplains.
Land use planning will provide a number of important benefits including:
Protecting waterways from infilling in the floodplain
Increased environmental protection for our waterways
Planned development will limit the potential for damage during flooding disasters
Reinforcing the cultural and recreational importance of our waterways
Once mapping is complete the Municipality will consider the development of a land use bylaw in consultation with the public.
For further information, contact Jeff Merrill at 902 541-1340 or email jmerrill@modl.ca

Municipal Office Holiday Hours
Please note the Municipal Office will close on December 23 at 3:00 pm and
remain closed until January 4 when regular hours will resume.
Mayor Don Downe, Municipal Councillors, and Municipal Staff wish all the
citizens of the Municipality of the District of Lunenburg a safe and happy holiday
season and look forward to serving you in the New Year.

Find all your Municipal info online | www.modl.ca

Mayor & Councillors
By District
Mayor
Don Downe
543-5357
ddowne@modl.ca
Deputy Mayor/District 5
Claudette Garland
543-1029
cgarland@modl.ca
District 1
Errol Knickle
634-9180
eknickle@modl.ca
District 2
Donald Zwicker
766-4016
dzwicker@modl.ca
District 3
Frank Fawson
543-9166
ffawson@modl.ca
District 4
Michael Ernst
624-8864
mernst@modl.ca
District 6
Terry Dorey
644-2061
tdorey@modl.ca
District 7
Cathy Moore
644-2922
cmoore@modl.ca
District 8
John Veinot
685-2924
jveinot@modl.ca
District 9
Carolyn Bolivar-Getson
685-2416

cbg@modl.ca
District 10
Lee Nauss
543-2756
lnauss@modl.ca
District 11
Martin Bell
543-7090
mbell@modl.ca
District 12
Eric Hustvedt
677-2794
ehustvedt@modl.ca
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Community Trail Work Continues

River Ridge Common

The District of Lunenburg received $14,883 in
funding under the NS Department of Health and
Wellness Community Trails Leadership Fund to fund
the extension of the South Shore Trail Coordinator
position.
For the next 6 months, Laura Barkhouse will continue
to support trail work and activities in the South Shore
Region. This partnership between the Municipality
and the Province of NS helps promote recreational
trail development and management, and provides
opportunities to build more active communities,
promotes economic development and encourages
better health.
Shown in the photo below, left to right, are the Hon.
MLA Mark Furey, Director of Recreation Services Trudy
Payne, MLA Suzanne Lohnes-Croft, Trails Coordinator
Laura Barkhouse and Mayor Don Downe.
For information on trails in the South Shore, visit
southshoreconnect.ca The Trails Coordinator can be
reached by calling 902 541-1352 or emailing
lbarkhouse@modl.ca

The River Ridge Common Committee and MODL’s
Recreation Department are pleased to announce
that the entrance and lower parking lot off Highway
10 are complete as well as a scenic new multi-use
uphill switchback trail that accesses the junction of
the South Shore Annapolis Valley (SSAV) Trail. These
phases of park development have been completed
by local contractors through our open contracting
process with excellent results.
You will find the largest area of the River Ridge
Common property beyond the SSAV Trail junction –
hilly, partially treed, with a system of overgrown
woods roads. Please be aware that these trails are
currently in a heritage path condition and are not
open to motorized vehicles so that we can prevent
further erosion or damage to the site.
We are very excited about the next planned
phases of trail development and grooming as well as
enhancing your outdoor experience with
appropriate information and direction signage. The
Municipality will be advertising to have a detailed
site plan developed and work will begin in the
spring on the first stages.
We invite everyone to visit the park and to enjoy
some scenic and relaxing outdoor recreation. Have
some fun with family and friends, and remember to
always be prepared, dress appropriately, stay safe,
and enjoy the facility as a responsible neighbour.
Watch for future updates as the park project
develops and we welcome everyone’s feedback and
participation.
The River Ridge Common Committee is actively
looking for new members to come on board.
Please contact Cathy Moore 644-2922 or e-mail
kitcatt@ns.sympatico.ca

Size of Council and District Boundaries Approved
The Nova Scotia Utility and Review Board has
approved the Municipality's application to reduce the
number of Councillors and council districts from 12 to
10 and to amend the boundaries of the council district
boundaries. The changes take place with the 2016
Municipal Election.
A copy of the NSUARB decision can be found here:
https://nsuarb.novascotia.ca/sites/default/files/
Decision%20Mun%20of%20Lunenburg.pdf
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Christmas Tree
Collection

Community Clean-ups Continue
Broad Cove Community Association completed their roadside
clean-up on November 7 under the Adopt-a-Highway Program.
The group also does an annual spring clean-up.
The Municipality is pleased to recognize the efforts of groups
conducting community clean-ups.
Shown here are: Pat Silver (left)
and Anne Bulmer, and below are
Reigh Bustin (left) and John
Belmont.
Other groups that have been
recognized this year are: Mahone
Bay and Area Lions, Gary and
Annette Mader and Cathy
Chalupowski of Pine Grove, Oakland
Indian Point Residents Association
and the Hill n’ Dale 4H (shown
below), Friends of Crescent Beach,
and Petite Riviere Elementary’s
Grade 6 Class.

Natural Christmas
trees will be
collected on your
regular collection
day between January
11 - January 22, 2016. Trees will not be
collected at any other time during the
year.
Each house may place two Christmas trees
for collection. Apartment buildings may
place one tree per apartment for
collection, plus one additional tree. Place
your tree at the road by 7:00 am on your
regular collection day during this two week
period. Please remove all decorations. For
more information, call (902) 543-2991 or
visit www.communityrecycling.ca.

Winter Waste Collection Cancellations
Waste collection cancellations are
announced on CKBW (98.1 FM) and posted
on the Community Recycling Centre’s
website at www.communityrecycling.ca.
Municipal residents may also call the waste
hotline at 1-855-530-3324 to find out when
cancelled collections will be re-scheduled.
For sorting brochures and further
information, visit
www.communityrecycling.ca or call (902)
543-2991.
The Municipal Joint
Services Board
wishes to extend
condolences to the
family and friends of
Darren Farquhar.
Darren passed away
suddenly on
November 2, 2015.
Hill n’Dale 4H Club recently received recognition for litter
cleanup in their community. Right to left are: Councillor John
Veinot, Mayor Don Downe, Seth Freeman, Mary Beth Freeman,
Miranda Cook, Grant Cook, Kassidy Eisnor, and Judy Wile, CoGeneral Leader.

Darren worked for the Lunenburg
Regional Community Recycling Centre for
the past 11 years as a heavy equipment
operator. He will be missed by many.
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Walking is one of best ways to maintain
our physical health. And what better way to
shake the winter blues than to get outside
with family or friends, enjoy the crisp air,
and take in the beauty of nature in the
winter?
Remember, as many outdoor educators
have taught their students – there is no bad
Towards a healthy
community.
weather, just bad clothing choices. So
throw on your winter wear, pack a thermos
of tea or coffee and get outside!
If it’s icy out, invest in a pair of ice grips that you can slip on
over your shoes or boots. These will give you the traction you
need to feel safe walking over ice, and are available locally at
reasonable prices.
We have 125 kilometers of rail trails in the District of Lunenburg.
While the trails are not ploughed, they are still great to explore in
the winter on snowshoes or skis. Or park at the gates of one our
many parks and explore the park on foot. Or, join us at the MARC
on Saturdays starting January 16 and sign out a pair of snowshoes
or a set of cross country skis for free. The trails at the MARC offer
a variety of terrain and are suitable for beginner and advanced
explorers alike.
If walking outdoors doesn’t excite you, try walking indoors. Meet
up with a friend and make it a social occasion, or plan to tack on
an extra 20 minutes to your errands while you’re in town to get
the physical activity you need to be healthy and happy.
Here are your indoor walking options:
HB Studios Walking Track ($2), Bridgewater Mall (free), LCLC
Walking Circuit (free), Mahone Bay Centre Indoor Walking for
Seniors (Tuesday and Thursdays, 10:00 am -11:00 am, $2),
Lunenburg Community Centre Indoor Walking (Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Friday 8 am—9 am, free)
If you have any questions or comments about active living
opportunities in our area, give Britt Vegsund, Active Living
Coordinator a call at 902 541-1343 or email bvegsund@modl.ca

Wonderful
Winter!
Start planning now
to enjoy our
wonderful winter
season. Why not get
a pair of snowshoes, skis or good winter
clothing so you can enjoy the outdoors?
Have a look at our Winter Recreation Guide
or visit www.modl.ca for events that will
help you get active this winter. The Guide
will be available at Christmas time.
Join our “Take the Roof Off Winter”
campaign with organized snowshoe hikes
and outdoor skill sessions! All to help you
and your family get outside and get active.
Saturdays, January 16—February 27. Look
for it in our Winter Recreation Guide.
Mark these events on your calendar:
Winter Activity Day, North River & Meisners
Section, January 24;
Winter Activity Day, Big Tancook Island,
January 31;
Sleigh Rides at Veinot’s Farm, TBA;
Pine Grove Skating Party—February 28
Snowshoe Hikes—January 17, February 15,
21 and 28/
“Like” District of Lunenburg Recreation on
Facebook for up-to-date information and
watch for our column in the LighthouseNOW
Log.
To discuss your program
ideas, contact Janice
Rand, 541-1335 or email
jrand@modl.ca For
recreation information,
call 541-1343 or visit
www.modl.ca
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Rose Bay Wharf to be Maintained as a Community Asset
Maintaining public access to our waterways is a priority for the District of
Lunenburg. With the encouragement of residents from the Rose Bay area, the
Municipality worked with the Federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans and
the Rose Bay Marine Park Society to acquire the Rose Bay Wharf when the
Federal Government deemed it surplus.
After reviewing underwater assessments of the wharf and engaging the
services of a Structural Marine Engineer, the Department of Fisheries and
Oceans made structural repairs to the wharf before transferring ownership to
the Municipality. Keeping the Rose Bay Wharf in the public domain was
identified as one of twenty-one priorities in the Municipality’s Open Space
Strategic Plan.
The wharf will continue to function as a commercial wharf for at least the
first five years. The Municipality has entered into a management agreement
with the Rose Bay Marine Park Society which is a non-profit society. This
Society will look after the day to day management of the wharf - another
example of “In the Community, for the Community, by the Community.” For
more information please call the Recreation Department at 541-1343.

Update on Public Access to Sherbrooke Lake
No Decision has been made. We are waiting to hear from you!
In February 2015 the District of Lunenburg appointed ten volunteer members
to the Sherbrooke Lake Access Advisory Committee. The mandate of this
Committee is to provide broad based community advice to the Municipality
and provide options available for establishing public access to Sherbrooke
Lake. They are also responsible to engage the public using various methods
(i.e. questionnaires, public meetings) to ensure community input throughout
the process of determining public access to the Lake. The Committee and the
Municipality are gearing up to launch a public consultation process for your
input. Your input will help Council make informed decisions about the type of
public access for the Lake.
To stay informed about the work of the Committee and the opportunities for
input, please visit www.modl.ca/recreation/Sherbrooke-Lake. For further
information please call Trudy Payne at 902-541-1333 or email her at
tpayne@modl.ca.
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Mayor’s Corner
Greetings from the
Municipality! I encourage you to
read here in this newsletter all
that the Municipality has been
doing. We have had a very busy
and successful year.
I offer congratulations to our
new Deputy Mayor, Claudette
Garland, elected at our
November Council meeting.
Thanks are also due to outgoing
Deputy Mayor, Lee Nauss, who
has provided yeoman’s service
this past year.
As we enter the Christmas
season, I recognize that this can
be a joyful and sad time for
families. May the true meaning
of the festive season be with
you all: Joy, Peace, and Love!
On behalf of the Council and
Staff of the Municipality, I wish
you a happy and safe holiday
season. Enjoy time with your
neighbours, friends and family.
Merry Christmas and best
wishes for the New Year!
Mayor Don
Downe

MODL is a Proud Sponsor of
the World Sledge Hockey
Challenge!
Canada, USA, Russia and Korea
January 17 – 23, 2016
Get your tournament and game
ticket packages now at the
Lunenburg County Lifestyle Centre
HOCKEYCANADA.CA/WSHC
Find all your Municipal info online | www.modl.ca
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Controlling Odour in your Mini Bin
Paper bags are the best choice, whether you
are controlling odour in your mini bin, lining
your green cart or collecting leaves. From start
to finish during the composting process, paper
can’t be beat!
1. Paper remains strong while storing leaves at
the curbside and absorb moisture and odour.
2. Paper easily shreds. Compostable bags and
plastic bags get stuck in the equipment.
3. Smaller shreds of paper break down quickly and become part of the
finished compost. Compost is arranged in long piles for up to a year.
4. Paper is fully broken down by this stage. Compost looks like soil, but
fragments of compostable bags and plastic bags are still visible and must
be removed which is very time consuming.
Other ways to line your bin/ green cart:
Surround wet food waste with leaves from your yard. Line the edges and
bottom of your cart with leaves to prevent food from sticking to the cart in
winter. Line the bottom and sides of your mini bin with newspaper. Use
cereal boxes to contain wet food wastes.
Call (902) 543-2991 for more information.
Municipal
Council and staff
recently
collected over
760 items and
$125 for our
local food banks.
Remember those
less fortunate all
through the
year!

Winter Green Carts Tips
As we try to forget about last winter…
here are a few green cart tips for this
winter:
 Place your green cart at the road
every two weeks, even when only
partially filled. Food waste can freeze to
the sides of your cart - making it difficult
to empty completely. This will provide you
with extra storage space, should it freeze.
 Strain excess liquid from food waste
before placing it in your cart. Wrap wet
food in newspaper or place in a cereal
box.
Ensure your cart isn’t standing behind a
snow bank, so it can easily be grabbed and
emptied.
 Pull your cart away from the road
between collections so the snow plow
doesn’t smash it.
 All waste should be curbside by 7:00 am
on collection day. Collection times can
vary due to road conditions.
 NEVER place hot or warm stove ashes
in your green cart! This can cause a cart
fire or a house fire! Allow ashes to cool for
at least 4 weeks, wet them down and
check for hot spots thoroughly before
placing them in your cart. Sprinkle ashes
on icy driveways for traction, add them to
your garden or backyard compost heap.
For more information, call (902) 5432991 or visit
www.communityrecycling.ca.

View the color version of Municipal Matters at www.modl.ca

Services Phone Numbers
Taxes
Purchasing
Dog Control Officer
Municipal Clerk
Municipal Engineer
Building Inquiries/Inspection
Building Inspector
Building/Fire Inspector
Fire/Building Inspector

541-1329
541-1324
543-2022
541-1323
541-1339
541-1325
541-1341
541-5307
541-1342

Mayor’s Office
541-1326
Planning General Inquiries
541-1325
Civic Addressing Inquiries
541-1325
Solid Waste Inquiries
543-2991
Recreation Registration
530-3285/541-1343
MARC Facility Bookings
541-1343
Solid Waste Collection Issues 1-855-530-3324
www.communityrecycling.ca

General Inquiries
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543-8181

