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“It was one of those March
days when the sun shines
hot and the wind blows
cold: when it is summer in
the light, and winter in the
shade.” ~Charles Dickens,
Great Expectations

Chris Kennedy, his wife Roberta along with their grandchildren Mason and Sadie
Conrad, “Take the Roof Off Winter” with a sleigh ride at Kevin Veinotte’s Farm in
Northfield. The sleigh rides were one of many activities sponsored by the MODL to
encourage outdoor activity.

Nova Scotia 55+ Games 2017 Registration Opens April 3!
The Municipality is pleased to support and welcome the Nova Scotia 55+ Games
to our area. Over 1,000 participants are expected to gather September 13 – 16 to
participate and compete in twenty-five activities and sports. The event is all
about “Fun, Fitness and Friendship” so there will be socials and entertainment
as well.
Activities and sports include: 5-K run, 45’s, badminton, cribbage, candlepin
bowling, contract bridge and duplicate bridge, curling and stick curling, darts,
golf, horseshoes, men’s and women’s hockey, floor shuffleboard, mountain
biking, pickleball, 8-ball pool, women’s soccer, Skip Bo, swimming, scrabble,
tennis, washer toss and track and field.
To find out how you can get involved visit www.2017ns55plusgames.ca or their
Facebook page at ns 55+ games 2017. If you would like to volunteer, email
55plusgames2017@gmail.com
Starting April 3, you will be able to register online by visiting
the webpage or visiting Recreation office in Lunenburg County
for a paper registration form.
The Mission of this Newsletter is to better inform MODL residents of local municipal issues. The Newsletter is
published quarterly. Feedback, reaction, or comments are encouraged. Please write to: Kevin Malloy, Chief
Administrative Officer, Municipality of the District of Lunenburg, 210 Aberdeen Road, Bridgewater, NS B4V 4G8
or email kevin.malloy@modl.ca
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Mayor’s Corner
The approach of spring can only mean one thing: it’s
municipal budget season! Starting in March, the Audit and
Finance Committee and Council will begin it’s annual
budget deliberations. We will continue to provide a high
level of service to our residents and businesses while
carefully managing costs.
This year’s budget will mark a significant achievement.
The 2.5 cents special recreation tax for the LCLC will be
removed. In 2011/12 Council committed to the special
tax until MODL’s $3.85 million contribution to the
construction of the facility was paid. I am extremely
proud to say that goal has been met, and the tax will be removed.
A big reason why we are able to provide the services we do is because of the high
level of volunteerism in Lunenburg County. The Municipality has partnerships and
service agreements with volunteer-run groups for everything from fire protection to
parks management, which means your service is better and your tax dollars go
further. April 23-29 is Volunteer Week and is the perfect time to acknowledge the
incredible difference individuals can make in our communities.
We recently signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with our neighbours,
the Municipality of the District of Chester, which sets out how we will develop public
access to the beautiful Sherbrooke
Lake. The MOU respects the
recommendations of the Sherbrooke
Lake Access Advisory Committee,
who put a huge amount of effort
into preparing recommendations for
Council. I would like to extend my
thanks to the members for their
commitment to developing public
open space and public access to our
waterways.
As Spring comes into bloom, I
would encourage you to get out and
enjoy one of our many public
recreational facilities. We live in
one of the most beautiful places in
the world, and the parks are there Artie’s Pond and Wetland Community Stewardship Association
hosted an onsite visit of the Pond in Broad Cove to update
for everyone to experience the
Council on their activities. Shown left to right are Peter Silver,
beauty.
Trudy Payne, Alex Dumaresq, David Rafuse, Carolyn BolivarMayor Carolyn Bolivar-Getson

Getson, and Eric Hustvedt. Dean Karkling, not shown, took the
photo.

Meetings
Municipal Council meets monthly, every second and fourth Tuesday.
Audit and Finance Committee meets monthly, every first Tuesday.
Policy and Strategy Committee meets monthly, every third Tuesday.
Planning Advisory Committee meets monthly, every fourth Thursday.
These meetings are open to the public.
To confirm times, call 541-8181 or visit www.modl.ca
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Seeking Creative Energy Ideas
from the Community, for our
Community

Since Energize Bridgewater was
launched last summer, many
amazing and creative ideas have
come from the community on how to transform our local energy economy.
Ideas such as:
•
Develop a geothermal district energy system
•
Develop an electric car share co-operative
•
Provide financing for energy retrofits of commercial buildings
•
Support the installation of solar photovoltaic (PV) panels in homes

Ideas have been shared through public workshops, meetings with Energy
Partners and service providers, and by researching what other communities are
doing to reduce the costs of local energy. The intent of Energize Bridgewater
is to find ways to make smart energy solutions more affordable and accessible.
The Municipality is a Partner in Energize Bridgewater - we all desire a future
where we can be making smart energy choices, and look to spend less on our
energy costs, not more.
This discussion is now online, and everyone is invited to participate! For just a
few minutes of your time, you can add valuable ideas and your perspectives to
this discussion. Visit www.EnergizeBridgewater.ca and click on “surveys”.
Here you’ll find:
•
Ideas Brainstorm! Vote for your favourite energy ideas, or add your
own!
Takes less than 2 minutes!
•
Resident Energy Survey: It asks for you and your family’s thoughts
on energy; your concerns for the future, and how residents can
improve their energy use.
Takes 10-15 minutes.
•
Business & Organization Energy Survey: It asks about your business
or organization’s energy needs, their concerns for the future, and
how businesses and organizations can improve their energy use.
Takes 5-10 minutes.
Residents of the Municipality can participate in the surveys and in learning
more about adapting smart energy solutions. Recently in February, a project
incubator - the Living Energy Laboratory - was launched. One of the local
projects can be found in Hebbville: where Indian Garden Farms is adapting a
Renewable Energy Monitoring System, so that they can stay informed on how
their DIY renewable energy installations are impacting their costs.
Visit www.energizebridgewater.ca to read more about the different projects
happening in our communities, and ways residents and businesses can become
more involved. There’s also a Community Energy Workshop in April, and more
events later this summer and fall. If you’d like to receive notice of Energize
Bridgewater events, you can:
“Like” @EnergizeBridgewater on Facebook;
sign up for our newsletter at: www.sustainablebridgewater.ca/join; or
contact Leon de Vreede at 902-541-4390 or Leon.deVreede@bridgewater.ca

Open Wells
Please be advised that it is
against the law to have an
open well on your property.
The Municipality, if made
aware of such a situation
that has not been corrected
by the owner, will have the
work carried out to cover
the well and the cost of the
work will become a lien on
the property.
Any person who knows of
an open well is encouraged
to contact the Municipal
Office by calling 902 5411325, or emailing
susan.berry@modl.ca
Thank you for your
interest in community
safety!

Did You Know?
Paper coffee cups and
waxy cold drink cups do
not break down during the
composting process.
The plastic liners and
waxy coatings on these
cups cause contamination.
Please put them in the
garbage—not in your green
cart.
Let’s make better
compost. Call (902) 5432991 or visit
www.communityrecycling.ca

for more information.
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LaHave River Straight Pipes Project Update

Last June, the Municipality approved an application to the
Federal government for funding to replace straight pipes along
the Lower LaHave River. There are an estimated 600 straight
pipes putting raw sewage into the river and testing has shown that the level of fecal contamination exceeds
federal standards for swimming or boating.
The Federal Government is expected to make a decision by the spring of 2017. If the Federal Government
approves the funding, then the Municipality can proceed with launching the program. If approved, eligible
property owners would apply to the Municipality for the replacement of their straight pipe. MODL will manage
the design and installation of an approved on-site septic system for the property. The property owner will be
charged for any project costs not covered by grants and will have up to seven years to pay off the cost. As a
result, no municipal tax dollars will be spent on the systems. At the end of the seven years, ownership of
the system will transfer to the property owner.
Under the proposal, properties are eligible if:
•
It is in the proposed Wastewater Management District (see map);
•
There is a straight pipe on the property;
•
The owner agrees to pay for any capital costs not covered by grants and maintenance costs of the new
septic system.
Interested residents can call the Municipal Office at 902-543-8181 for more information. If you want to be
added to the email list so that you are notified about project updates, you can email info@modl.ca

Attention: Interest holders in any
property sold at Municipal Tax Sale in
the last 20 years
When a property is sold at tax sale for more than
the taxes, interest and expenses owing on the
property, a tax sale surplus is created. The
Municipality is obligated to hold this surplus in trust
for 20 years. After 20 years, the surplus is
transferred to the Municipality’s Capital Reserve.
Interest holders can apply to the Supreme Court of
Nova Scotia for an order directing the payment of
all, or part, of the balance to that person. An
application can be made at any time after the
period of redemption has expired and before the
expiry of twenty years from the date of the sale.
Inquiries can be made at the Municipal Office at
210 Aberdeen Road, Bridgewater as to whether a
surplus exists for a property sold in tax sale. An
assessment account number is
required.
For further information call
902-541-1329 or email
joanne.sampson@modl.ca

Find all your Municipal info online | www.modl.ca
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Public Access to Sherbrooke Lake
– A Reality!
Public access to Sherbrooke Lake is now closer
to reality with the Municipality of the District
of Lunenburg (MODL) purchasing approximately
30 acres of land, including over 500 feet of
waterfrontage on the lake. The property is
accessed through the Woodstock Rd. in Walden. MODL and the Municipality of the District of Chester (MODC), have
recently signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to help guide the design and development of a public park.
The topic of public access to Sherbrooke Lake has been around for many years. A great deal of community
engagement and thought went into the project to date. Here’s a short summary of the work that was involved:
1.

MODL Council recognized that access to this beautiful lake was an important priority for the Municipality. Council
made the decision to look at all possible site options concerning public access to Sherbrooke Lake.

2.

To assist in this process, a Sherbrooke Lake Access Advisory Committee was appointed by MODL Council. The
Committee was tasked with investigating site options and making recommendations on both the site location and
design elements.

3.

An extensive public consultation process was conducted by Upland Planning and Design. The on-line survey had over
1,000 valid responses and the three public open houses had over 200 people in attendance. This is the largest
response MODL has ever had to a public consultation process.

4.

Over 20 potential site options were initially identified. The Committee reviewed these options and ultimately made
a unanimous recommendation to Council on what properties to acquire.

5.

The public consultation report helped shape the final report of the Committee, which included a number of
recommendations about design and management. The Committee unanimously approved the report before it was
presented to both MODL and MODC Councils.

6.

The Committee members devoted a great deal of their own time to complete this work. The Municipality is very
thankful to the commitment and effort that they put into the committee.

7.

MODL Council made the decision to acquire the properties based on a unanimous recommendation of Committee. In
response to concerns about the park development, the municipalities drafted and signed the MOU to provide
certainty about how the park will be developed.

8.

The Sherbrooke Lake Access Advisory Committee’s Final Report helped shape the MOU. This MOU respects the
recommendations in the Committee’s final report and provides a framework for both MODL and MODC, as we
continue to work together to provide public access.

MODL is looking forward to working with MODC in developing public access to Sherbrooke Lake; a lake that spans
both Districts. We are excited for the creation of a Stewardship Committee who will be responsible to develop a
water quality monitoring program and will provide both municipalities with data that will help inform future
decisions about the lake. MODL is also looking forward to establishing a Park Advisory Committee which will provide
advice to MODL Council on the park design and operations.
To keep informed of this project please visit www.modl.ca/sherbrooke.

Covered Civic Number Signs Can Hinder Emergency Response Time
Can’t find your civic number buried in the snow or overgrown bushes? Has the snow plow knocked down your civic number
sign? It is crucial that your civic number sign is clearly visible. A clearly visible civic number can help police, fire, and
ambulance services find your address in an emergency. For the safety of your family, please make sure your civic number
is posted and clearly visible at all times.
Remember to clear the snow and brush away from your civic number sign and ensure the
civic numbers are visible. In an emergency, every second counts.

For information call 902-541-5305 or email sylvia.dixon@modl.ca

Find all your Municipal info online | www.modl.ca

Page 46

Municipal
Municipal
Matters
Matters
| Spring
| Winter
2017

Provincial Volunteer Week April 23—29, 2017
“Passion, Action, Impact”
We are pleased to announce that Alissa Getson has been selected as our
Representative Volunteer for 2017. Alissa will attend the Provincial Volunteer
Ceremony in Halifax on April 18. Alissa was nominated by Supported
Community Living Options at Riverview Enhanced Living. Her volunteer resume
includes Belmead Pre-school, Long Lake Camp, and Souls Harbour, to name a
few.
The Municipality will recognize local volunteers at a Volunteer Reception,
6:30 pm, April 25 at the Conquerall Bank Fire Hall. Community organizations
are invited to send two representatives. Please complete a nomination form
and submit it to Chasidy Veinotte-Dorey by Monday, April 3. The form is
available on www.modl.ca or by calling 902-541-1343 or emailing Chasidy.veinotte@modl.ca

Disc Golf Fun at the MARC!

Firefighters Recognized for
Years of Service
Firefighters Richard George Hirtle
and Ronald Clayton Thompson,
both with the Lapland & District Fire
Department, received the “35 Years
of Service Award” on July 23, 2016.
Firefighters Todd Hiltz and George
Hiltz, both with the Martin’s River
Fire Department, also received the
“35 Years of Service Award” on
December 3, 2016,
Fire Chief (Retired) Glenn W.
Carey and Firefighter L. Allen
Sullivan, received the “35 Years of
Service Award” and Fire Chief
(Retired) Robert Haughn received
the “50 Years of Service Award” on
December 11, 2016. All three are
with the Pleasantville Fire
Department.

Disc golf is growing rapidly around the world and
the Maritimes are no exception. With well over
40,000 courses worldwide and a professional male
and female tour, our game has taken flight. We
have 11 permanent courses in our region with at
least 5 more planned for 2017. The benefits of disc golf are many,
but being a free game that can be played by anyone regardless of age
year round ... we think it’s pretty special.
The Maritime Disc Golf Association wants you to play more disc golf,
especially at the MARC! To help you do that we will be offering a free
intro to disc golf session 11:00 am - 12:30 pm at the MARC,
Saturday, May 13. A 3-disc challenge event will follow starting at
1:00 pm at a cost $40 (includes 3 discs to keep!) Loaner discs
available at no charge.
This event will happen rain or shine so bring your friends, family,
and anyone you can think of to the MARC and lets play some disc golf
together.
To learn more about Disc Golf, visit
www.mdga.ca. You can also search for
videos on YouTube. For more
information on the May 13 event, call
Active Living Coordinator, Britt Vegsund,
at 902-541-1336 or
britt.vegsund@modl.ca

Find all your Municipal info online | www.modl.ca
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The Municipality of the
District of Lunenburg is
currently in the process of
conducting a review of our
agriculture sector. With
Lunenburg being one of the
largest counties in Nova Scotia
and having a robust
background in agriculture, a
review is long overdue.
The project is being
conducted in partnership with
Nova Scotia Agriculture and a
local co-op student, who has taken the lead in developing a database and collecting the information to
make this project possible.
This database will house farmer related information such as farm names,
types of products and where they can be purchased.
Although this project has been coming along very well over the last two
months, you may ask, how can you help. You can tell us who you are (farm
name), what you do, and where other local residents can find your
products. Help us put Lunenburg County back on the map!
If you wish to provide your farm name, commodity, or other information,
please contact Dave Waters at dave.waters@modl.ca. Your help in the
making of this database benefits not only individual farms, but the
agriculture sector as a whole.

Let’s celebrate our Agriculture Sector!

The South Shore Sledge Sharks (born from the success of the World Sledge Hockey Challenge) played

and won their first game, 2 – 1, Sunday, February 5th at the Lunenburg County Lifestyle Centre against the
Halifax Sledge Grinders. It was a great team game with excellent play from the Sharks goaltender, Noah
Wentzell. Goals were scored by both Oscar Larkins and Thomas-Jessie (TJ) Nauss. Head Coach Dave
Waters, said “I’m proud of the whole team and the huge crowd that came out to support the team and the
sport.” He also wanted to thank the Halifax Sledge Grinders for helping advance the sport of sledge hockey
in Nova Scotia.
Sledge hockey provides youth and adults in our communities with the opportunity to experience hockey
regardless of any perceived limitations that they may have. For more information on the South Shore
Sledge Sharks, please contact Dave Waters at dave.waters@modl.ca. All players welcome.

Find all your Municipal info online | www.modl.ca
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Spring Into Action
There is never a dull moment in Lunenburg
County. You only need look at bulletin boards,
event listings or visit Facebook pages to see all
that is happening in our communities. Take a
look at the Spring Recreation Guide coming
out the end of March for more opportunities to
“recreate”. You can also find the Guide on
modl.ca. Our Facebook page keeps you up-todate as we move through the season.
Mark these events on your calendar:
Easter Egg Hunt @ MARC—April 8
Adventure Tales @ MARC—April 21
Plants & Trees @ Miller Point— April 22
Gaff Point Hike—May 6
Youth Run & Disc Golf @ MARC—May 13
Children’s Fishing Derby @ MARC —May 27
Family Outdoor Active Day @ MARC —May 28
Bridges of Lunenburg Co. (cycle) - June 3
“Art in the Park” @ Miller Point—June 25
We will soon be planning our summer
program so give us your input and suggestions
for summer recreation programming in your
area. If you have eight or more people
interested in a program or activity, we will
work with you to help make it happen. To
discuss your program ideas, contact Janice
Rand, 541-1335 or email
janice.rand@modl.ca For registration, call
902-541-1343 or visit www.modl.ca

Bulky landfill
and metal will
be collected on
your regular
collection day
from Monday,
May 29 - Friday, June 9. Do not place your wood items
curbside at this time!
Wood only (up to 6 feet in length, no spikes or hinges
bigger than 6 inches) will be collected from Monday, June
12 - Friday, June 23.
•
Up to 4 cubic metres (5.2 cubic yards or 6.5 feet x
6.5 feet x 3.3 feet) can be collected per household,
each collection.
•
No single item should be longer than 1.8 metres (6
feet) or weigh more than 140 kgs (308 lbs).
•
Do not place clean up at the roadside any sooner
than 4 days before collection. Call 1-855-530-3324
to confirm your collection dates.
•
Freezers, fridges and dehumidifiers cannot be
collected unless gas is drained and the item displays
a Nova Scotia Environment sticker. These items may
be brought to the Community Recycling Centre (908
Mullock Road, Whynott’s Settlement) free of charge.
•
Please place small items in a bag or a box. Cut
carpet down to 6 foot lengths and tie.
•
Unacceptable wastes: Tires, shingles, electronics,
propane tanks, wet paint and household hazardous
waste cannot be accepted during clean up. Find out
where these items go, call (902) 543-2991 or visit
www.communityrecycling.ca.
•
Please remove rejected items from the curbside
immediately.
Call the Waste Hotline at 1-855-530-3324 if your waste
has been missed or if you are unsure about where to place
your waste.

View the color version of Municipal Matters at www.modl.ca

Services Phone Numbers
General Inquiries

902-543-8181

Mayor’s Office
Taxes
Purchasing
Dog Control Officer
Engineer Department
Municipal Engineer
Building Inquiries/Inspection

902-541-1326
902-541-1329
902-541-1324
902-543-2022
902-541-1351
902-541-1339
902-541-1325

Planning General Inquiries
902-541-1325
Civic Addressing Inquiries
902-541-1325
Recreation Registration
902-541-1343
MARC Facility Bookings
902-541-1343
Solid Waste Inquiries
902-543-2991
Solid Waste Collection Issues 1-855-530-3324
www.communityrecycling.ca

Find all your Municipal info online | www.modl.ca

