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MLA Mark Furey, MP Bernadette Jordan, Stella Bowles, MLA Suzanne LohnesCroft and Mayor Carolyn Bolivar-Getson pose for a photo at Miller Point Peace
Park after the announcement of federal and provincial funding for the LaHave
River Straight Pipe Replacement Program.
This June, the Municipality received confirmation of provincial and federal
funding for the LaHave River Straight Pipe Replacement Program. We are very
excited to finally have funding confirmed for this important project.
There are an estimated 600 straight pipes putting raw sewage into the river
and testing has shown that the level of fecal contamination exceeds federal
standards for swimming or boating. The Municipality is committed to seeing a
straight pipe free lower LaHave River by 2023. Continued on page 3.

The Mission of this newsletter is to better inform MODL residents of local municipal issues. Municipal Matters is
published quarterly. Feedback, reaction, or comments are encouraged. Please write to: Sarah Kucharski,
Communications officer, Municipality of the District of Lunenburg, 210 Aberdeen Road, Bridgewater, NS B4V 4G8
or email Sarah.Kucharski@modl.ca
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Mayor’s Corner
This has been a great summer for the Municipality.

We announced a new day park on the west side of the
LaHave River. The LaHave Sunset Park is a beautiful
piece of riverfront property, and I hope you have the
chance to visit it before the weather gets chilly.
I have truly enjoyed being a part of many of our local
Canada 150th celebrations. Over 65,000 volunteers were
involved in planning the more than 1,100 celebration
events that took place across our beautiful country.
Council allocated $20,000 in the budget to fund a Canada
150 grant program, and nearly 20 groups applied for funding to support their
celebrations. I hope you had the opportunity to attend one of these events.
The Nova Scotia 55+ Games was held this weekend in Lunenburg County.
Congratulations to all of the participants for being active and involved in this event,
and thank you to the volunteers who made this event happen. I had a great time at
the events I attended, and saw many residents out participating, helping or cheering
on the participants.
I also had a chance to talk to many
residents at the Seniors’ Corn Boil in
August. I always enjoy attending events
where I have the chance to talk about what
matters to you in the community.
Speaking of hearing from residents, our
Your Government, Your Ideas meetings are
coming quickly. Visit modl.ca to see where
the meeting closest to you will be held, or
look for our newspaper ads and radio ads
closer to then.
Finally, I am so pleased to announce that
we have confirmed funding from the
provincial and federal government for the
LaHave River Straight Pipe Replacement
Program. Learn more in this issue.
The Pride flag is raised at the Municipal
Office in July.

Meetings
Municipal Council meets monthly, every second and fourth Tuesday.
Audit and Finance Committee meets monthly, every first Tuesday.
Policy and Strategy Committee meets monthly, every third Tuesday.
Planning Advisory Committee meets monthly, every fourth Thursday.
These meetings are open to the public.
To confirm times, call 541-8181 or visit modl.ca

Learn more about your Municipality online at modl.ca
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...Continued from the front page
The Municipality has identified a Wastewater
Management District (WWMD), and all properties
within the WWMD will be required to demonstrate
the existence of approved systems. If an approved
system is not in place, property owners must apply
to the Municipality for the replacement of their
straight pipe. MODL will manage the design and
installation of an approved on-site septic system
for the property.
The project is based on full cost recovery for the
Municipality: any program costs not recoverable
via federal and provincial grants will be recovered
from property owners who benefit from the
replacements.
Under the proposal, properties are eligible if:
• It is in the Wastewater Management District;
• There is a straight pipe on the property;

• The owner agrees to pay for any capital costs

not covered by grants and maintenance costs of the new septic system.

FAQs
We’ve included a few of the top questions residents have had about the program. For more FAQs, please visit
www.modl.ca/LaHaveRiver.
Why do I have to install a new system?
Fecal contamination in the LaHave River is a major concern that has wide reaching impacts on the
Municipality and the region. The proposed program and By-Law is designed to address the financial barriers
for residents which have contributed to the continued pollution of the LaHave River.
When will my system be installed?
The LaHave River Project Management Team will review the list of Property Owners awaiting installation on a
regular basis. Your system installation date will be discussed with you in advance, and may depend on the
availability of contractors, weather, the complexity of your location or the system required.
What if I don’t want to participate?
The LaHave Straight Pipe Replacement Program is mandatory for Property Owners with a straight pipe within
the Wastewater Management District. The Nova Scotia Department of Environment has committed to enforcing compliance under the Nova Scotia Environment Act.
How do I sign up?
Application forms are available at www.modl.ca/LaHaveRiver and at the Municipal Administration Building at
210 Aberdeen.

Learn more about your Municipality online at modl.ca
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Do you have high-speed internet?
Access to high-speed internet is of
critical importance to the
Municipality, and a key priority for
our Council. Large sections of the
Municipality do not have access to
reliable high-speed internet
service.
We have created a map to identify
key internet infrastructure within
the Municipality.
Orange designates no high-speed
internet
Blue designates Bell Fibre
Green designates Eastlink Fibre/
coaxial
We understand that these are not
the only types of internet service
in the Municipality, but we only
mapped service above the CRTC’s
suggested standard of 25mbps.
You can view a larger map at
www.modl.ca/Internet or at the
Municipal Administrative Building
at 210 Aberdeen.
If you have a correction for the
map, please contact Dave Waters,
Economic Development Officer at
530-3043 or
Dave.Waters@modl.ca.

Tell us about your internet service at:

www.modl.ca/Internet
Learn more about your Municipality online at modl.ca
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Rural School Community Consultations
The Municipality held two meetings this summer to engage the community in a discussion on the issue of rural
school closures. At each of the meetings, attendees heard a short presentation from the Municipality and one
from the Greater Petite Area Community Association. Attendees then worked in small groups to discuss the
following question:
“How can the Municipality of the District of Lunenburg support communities facing school closures?”
After a half hour of discussion, the groups presented their top ideas to the room at large. Approximately 40
members of the public attended the LaHave event and 15 members of the public attended the Northfield
event. The Policy and Strategy Committee will receive a report on the events in the fall, and develop a
common strategic approach for the Municipality when our communities are faced with a school review or rural
school closure.

Administration Building update
In May, Council approved a motion to hire a Project Manager to review options for a renovation or new building
to replace the aging municipal administration building at 210 Aberdeen. Due to the LaHave River Sewer
Replacement Program announcement, the hiring of the Project Manager was delayed until August. We expect
the report from the Project Manager to be completed within the next few months. We’ll post the report online,
and make copies available at 210 Aberdeen. You’ll have many opportunities to give us your thoughts by:
•

filling out an online or paper survey

•

attending an open house

•

contacting your Councillor

Preliminary information about the building issues were presented to Council in a report, and is available on our
website at modl.ca/210Aberdeen. There, you can also sign up to be notified when the report is released and
the survey is ready.

Learn more about your Municipality online at modl.ca
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We’re busy planning the Your Government, Your Ideas meetings, to be held
in October on Big Tancook, and in November in Districts 1, 3, 6, 7 and 9.
These meetings are your opportunity to
hear a presentation from the Mayor and
contribute to a discussion about the
Municipality’s strategic priorities for
2018/2019.
For more information, visit
www.modl.ca

Monday, October 16

6:30—8:30 p.m.

Big Tancook Recreational Centre

Thursday, November 2

6:30—8:30 p.m.

Barss Corner Community Hall

Tuesday, November 14

6:30—8:30 p.m.

Dayspring Fire Hall

Tuesday, November 21

6:30—8:30 p.m.

Oakhill Fire Hall

Monday, November 27

6:30—8:30 p.m.

Italy Cross Fire Hall

Wednesday, November 29

6:30—8:30 p.m.

Wileville Fire Hall

2017 Oakland Plan Review Update
Over the past few months, Planning staff have met with the Oakland Area Advisory Committee in carrying
out the 2017 Oakland Plan Review. The purpose of the review is to consider where existing land use policies
may be updated, or where revisions are to be made to reflect changes over time in the community. The
current Oakland Planning Strategy & Land Use By-law were adopted by Council in 2003.
Committee meetings have focused on discussions that identified issues with current regulations. This fall,
staff and the Committee will work closely to prepare and review a draft document. The intent is to hold a
public information meeting before January to present the contents of a draft plan. Ultimately, a new plan
will move forward from the Area Advisory Committee, and be presented at Council. A letter will be sent to
all property owners in the Oakland Plan Area with the date of the information meeting.
If you are a resident of Oakland, and you have any questions about the review or land use planning in general, please contact Douglas Reid at 902-541-1325 or planning@modl.ca. You can learn more about the 2017
Review by visiting www.modl.ca/oakland-review. You can also stay informed by receiving email updates
concerning Oakland area planning matters by subscribing via www.modl.ca/subscribe.

Learn more about your Municipality online at modl.ca
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2016/2017
Fire Calls
Summary
Fire departments in the
Municipality responded
to 1,264 calls in the
2016/2017 year. View
the chart to see what
types of calls are most
common.
There are 631 active
firefighters in the Municipality, including the
Town of Lunenburg. Of
these, 182 are trained
as Medical First Responders and 46 are
junior firefighters.

Firefighter recognized for years of service
Blockhouse
Shawn MacDonald received his 30 year Canadian Volunteer Fire Service Association and
MODL long service medal and ribbon for 30 years of service.

Borrow by Mail at the South Shore Public Library
Did you know that South Shore Public Libraries has services for people who cannot come to the library in
person?
Borrow by Mail provides residents of Lunenburg and Queens Counties, who live more than 15 kilometres from a
library branch or who are unable to visit a branch, to access library materials.
Borrow by Mail is a free service. Material will be mailed to you with a pre-paid postage label you will use to
return the items.

Material is available in regular or large print, DVD, and CD formats. To register for this service, please call our
Administration office at 902-543-2548 or toll free at 1-877-455-2548
Once you are registered, there are several ways to select material:
•

Place your own requests on the Library’s online catalogue at southshorepubliclibraries.ca and select
“Mobile, Outreach, Borrow by Mail” as your pickup location.

•

Speak to staff directly and they will make the requests for you.

•

Staff can select material for you, based on your interests.

Learn more about your Municipality online at modl.ca

Page 48

Municipal Matters | Winter
Fall 2017

Getting rid of illegal dumping
It’s been a busy summer for Angela Taylor, Waste Enforcement Officer with the Municipal Joint Services
Board. We sat down with her to talk about her new role, which has given her the authority to crack down on
illegal dumpers.
Municipal Matters: Tell us about how this position came to be.
Angela: I’ve worked here since 2008. My role before enforcement was public outreach and education
coordinator. I conducted curbside inspections, compliance promotion with businesses, conducted school visits
to audit their garbage and gave presentations to their
students. My job was to educate, educate, educate.
Municipal Matters: But that can only go so far.
Angela: Exactly. Around 2010 we started working on
revising the bylaws to include enforcement. By 2013 we
had rewritten the bylaws, and I began training with the
Department of Environment. I also completed training with
the RCMP for law enforcement investigator, and took police science courses online. Education is still our number
one priority. But now, when it comes to
enforcement, I have more tools. I have Special Constable
Status and I am also authorized to enforce sections of the
Environment Act.
Municipal Matters: Let’s talk about illegal dumping. Why
are people abandoning garbage?
Angela: Just this morning, I was at four different dump
sites. Sometimes people dump because of reasons they
feel are out of their control, like situations involving
domestic violence. But these sites were deliberate. One of
the sites today was household waste – it could have been
put at the end of their driveway. They even had blue bags and sorted it – and then disposed of it by dumping.
Luckily, I found information in the garbage that will help me find these people so I can have a conversation
with them.
Municipal Matters: What other types of things are dumped?
Angela: I have five sites right now that are construction materials. The most common one is shingles. We think
there are private contractors looking to pocket more profit by avoiding the tipping fee. It’s very frustrating to
legitimate contractors, who bid for projects based on actual costs and legally disposing of waste, but they are
competing with contractors who low ball projects because they know they’ll dump the waste illegally. It’s not
acceptable, and we’re going to find these people and stop this practice.
Municipal Matters: How will you find out who the culprits are if there’s no obvious identifying evidence?
Angela: I have five cameras set up at hot spots for dumping in areas that are very active for illegal dumping,
for shingles in particular. We also appreciate it when people report suspicious activity that they’ve seen,
which does happen.
If you witness illegal dumping, you can report it at (902) 543-2991.

Learn more about your Municipality online at modl.ca
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The naming of
LaHave Sunset Park
At the ribbon cutting ceremony to welcome the recently acquired property in
Conquerall Bank, the Municipality
launched a Name that Park contest.
The Municipality received over 30
submissions for the contest.
The nominating committee met and
reviewed all the submissions and made
the recommendation to Council to
name the park the LaHave Sunset Park.
Two people have been recognized for
helping to name the park. Nine-year-old
Nataya-Lynn Wagner submitted the name Sunset Cove and Mitchell Foley submitted Sunset Island Park. The
committee recommended adding the word LaHave as it helps identify the location of the park. This park is
the first developed piece of public open space in District 2, and provides a beautiful view of the LaHave River
and picturesque sunsets. Thank you to Councillor Martin Bell for the beautiful photo.

RibFest a roaring success
RibFest 2017 was a three-day event hosted by
Events Lunenburg County from July 21-23 2017.
The event attracted professional Ribbers from
across Canada, and featured local food trucks,
musical acts and drink vendors.
This was a kid-friendly event with lots to do, eat
and see over the three days and was a
tremendous success. More than 6,000 people took
advantage of the great weekend weather and
look forward to this becoming an annual event.

Top: Young RibFest enthusiasts with their
homemade RibFest hats.

Right: Mayor Carolyn Bolivar-Getson gets
behind the grill.

Learn more about your Municipality online at modl.ca
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Leaf & Yard Waste Collection
Residents can put leaves, yard waste and bundled
branches out for collection every two weeks throughout
the year.
Collection Limits
• 3 bags of leaves or bundled branches with green

cart curbside.
• 4 bags of leaves or bundled branches when green

cart is not placed curbside.
• Tied bundles of branches: up to 90cm (3 feet) long,

individual branches no thicker than 5 cm (2 inches).
• Bags of leaves or bundles of branches up to 25kgs

(55lbs) will be accepted.
Paper or clear, colourless plastic bags are accepted. Paper bags are preferred by the composting facility—they
break down quickly and do not cause plastic contamination. Pick up a free paper leaf and yard waste bag at
908 Mullock Road, Whynott’s Settlement. For more information, call (902) 543-2991.

Fall Clean-Up
Landfill and Metal will be picked up on your regular collection day from Monday, September 11 - Friday, September 22. Do not place wood items at the curb during this time. Do not place items at the curb any sooner
than 4 days before your collection day. Doing so is unsightly and causes a traffic hazard. Call the Community
Recycling Centre to confirm your collection day, (902) 543-2991.

Wood Only (up to 6 feet in length, no spikes or brackets bigger than 6 inches) will be picked up from Monday,
September 25 - Friday, October 6 on your regular collection day during this two week period. Do not place
landfill and metal curbside during wood collection.
• Up to 4 cubic metres (5.2 cubic yards or 6.5 feet x 6.5 feet x 3.3 feet) can be collected per household,

each collection. No single item should be longer than 1.8 metres (6 feet) or weigh more than 140 kgs
(308 lbs).
• Unacceptable wastes: tires, asphalt shingles, electronics, propane tanks, wet paint and household

hazardous wastes cannot be accepted. Find out where these items go, call (902) 543-2991 or visit
communityrecycling.ca. Take residential hazardous waste, paint and propane tanks to 908 Mullock
Road, Whynott’s Settlement.
• Remove rejected items from the curbside immediately.

• Call the waste hotline at 1-855-530-3324 if your clean-up waste has been missed or if you are unsure

about where to place clean-up waste.

Find us on Facebook
The Lunenburg Regional Community Recycling Centre now has a Facebook page. Get updates about holiday waste collections, clean-ups,
storm cancellations and other waste-related information.

Learn more about your Municipality online at modl.ca
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Fall Recreation update
Fall … a colourful time to be outdoors and active.
Take steps towards a healthier lifestyle! Visit parks.
Go for a hike. Try something new. You will find
many ideas in our Fall Recreation Guide available at
www.modl.ca or by calling 541-1343 for
information. “Like” us on Facebook for up-to-date
information.
Upcoming Events:
Bike Hike Ernst Woodlands, Clearland—September 30
Family Canoeing, Wiles Lake—October 1
Moose Calling Moon (drumming & Pot Luck), Miller
Point—October 5
Family Pumpkin Party, MARC—October 22
Family Pumpkin Party, Parkdale/Maplewood—Oct. 28
Blue Rocks Common Hike—November 4
Adventure Tales, MARC—November 17
Countryside Christmas, New Germany—
November 25-December 3
Family Wreath Making, MARC—December 3
Seniors’ Christmas Party, Oakhill—December 14
Winter Solstice Lantern Walk, MARC—December 21
Bus Trips:
Metro Bargain Shopping—September 27
Valley Bargain Shopping—October 19
Christmas Shopping—November 16

We welcome your input and suggestions for
recreation programming. Contact Janice Rand, 5411335 or email janice.rand@modl.ca. For registration,
call 541-1343 or visit modl.ca.
Like us on Facebook before September 30 for your
chance to win a MODL Active Living prize!

View the colour version of Municipal Matters at modl.ca

Services Phone Numbers
General Inquiries

902-543-8181

Mayor’s Office
Taxes
Purchasing
Dog Control Officer
Engineering Department
Building Inquiries/Inspection
Planning General Inquiries
Civic Addressing Inquiries
Recreation Registration

902-541-1326
902-541-1329
902-541-1324
902-543-2022
902-541-1351
902-541-1325
902-541-1325
902-541-1325
902-541-1343

MARC Facility Bookings
Solid Waste Inquiries
Solid Waste Collection Issues
communityrecycling.ca

902-541-1343
902-543-2991
1-855-530-3324

We hope you enjoyed this full colour issue of
Municipal Matters. We will be printing our usual
one colour blue for the Winter issue.
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