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In the last two issues of Municipal Matters, we’ve addressed the
Administration Building review. This 47-year-old building has been the
topic of discussion for nearly a decade, beginning in 2009, when Council
directed a firm to undertake a Space Needs Assessment and Options
Report.
Both the 2009 report and the most recent report from Catalyst Consulting
identified multiple building deficiencies that will require a significant
capital investment to enable the long-term use of the building. In
addition, the building does not meet soon-to-be-introduced provincial
accessibility legislation.
The Municipality held two open houses in mid-November. At each of the
meetings, attendees had the opportunity to ask questions of the Project
Manager, Council members and the CAO. Additionally, we have been
sharing information about the issue at Your Government, Your Ideas
meetings, on Facebook, in local newspapers, and on the radio.
More than 85 residents provided their thoughts, and there will be future
opportunities for public feedback.

Community meeting on
Little Tancook
… page 11

Regardless of which option is selected by Council, the funds to pay for a
renovated or new building would come from within the Municipality’s
current financial plan. There will be no tax increase to residents.

LaHave River update

Council will be discussing the issue in the near future. You can stay
informed by visiting www.modl.ca/210Aberdeen.

… page 11

Winter Recreation update
… page 12

The Mission of this newsletter is to inform MODL residents of local municipal issues. Municipal Matters is published quarterly. Feedback, reaction, or comments are encouraged. Please write to: Sarah Kucharski,
Communications Officer, Municipality of the District of Lunenburg, 210 Aberdeen Road, Bridgewater, NS B4V 4G8
or email Sarah.Kucharski@modl.ca

Learn more about your Municipality online at modl.ca
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Mayor & Councillors
By District

Mayor’s Corner

Mayor
Carolyn Bolivar-Getson
685-2416
mayor@modl.ca

Our Your Government, Your Ideas meetings were held
throughout October and November. More than 60
residents attended, and had the opportunity to hear a
presentation about the work we’ve been doing in the
Municipality, and to contribute to a discussion about the
Municipality's strategic goals. You can learn more on
page 7.

Deputy Mayor/District 2
Martin Bell
543-7090
martin.bell@modl.ca
District 1
Eric Hustvedt
677-2794
eric.hustvedt@modl.ca

Also in this issue, you can discover how the Sweetland
Internet Pilot Project is progressing (page 4), and read
the latest news on the LaHave River Straight Pipe
Replacement Program (page 11).

District 3
Lee Nauss
543-2756
lee.nauss@modl.ca

We are undertaking a review of the Subdivision By-law and Infrastructure Design
Standards as an opportunity to address current shortcomings and ready the
Municipality for the future. Since our last Subdivision By-law Review 18 years ago,
the Municipality of the District of Lunenburg has undergone many changes.
Considerable growth has occurred at the edges of the three towns the Municipality
surrounds. We held two open houses for the public in November, and two workshops
for developers and residents living on private roads. The issue will be discussed at an
upcoming Council meeting.

District 4
John Veinot
685-2924
john.veinot@modl.ca
District 5
Cathy Moore
644-2922
cathy.moore@modl.ca
District 6
Claudette Garland
543-1029

claudette.garland@modl.ca

District 7
Wade Carver
624-2238
wade.carver@modl.ca

A major project currently being examined by
the Municipality is a potential new building or
renovation and expansion of the Administration
Building. The Project Manager’s report is now
available, and we undertook public
engagement efforts in November. You can
learn more on page in our front page story.

District 9
Reid Whynot
766-0418
reid.whynot@modl.ca

It was my distinct pleasure to attend a
ceremony that saw knighthood bestowed upon
resident Robert Wentzell. Mr. Wentzell was
awarded the rank of Knight of the French
National Order of the Legion of Honour. This
was in recognition of his personal involvement
the liberation of France during World War II.

District 10
Errol Knickle
634-9180
errol.knickle@modl.ca

I’d like to wish you and your loved ones a very
Merry Christmas, and I hope you have
a wonderful new year!

District 8
Michael S. Ernst
624-8864
michael.ernst@modl.ca

These meetings are
open to the public.
To confirm times, call
541-8181 or visit
modl.ca

Meetings
Municipal Council meets monthly, every second and fourth Tuesday.
Audit and Finance Committee meets monthly, every first Tuesday.
Policy and Strategy Committee meets monthly, every third Tuesday.
Planning Advisory Committee meets monthly, every fourth Thursday.

Cancelled: December 26, 2017 Council meeting
Cancelled: Tuesday, January 2, 2018 Audit & Finance Committee

Learn more about your Municipality online at modl.ca
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Reader Survey Results
In the summer issue of Municipal Matters, we printed a survey asking you to share your thoughts about
Municipal Matters. More than 50 readers completed the survey, and we’ve included the results and some of
the comments below. We appreciate your feedback, and over the next year will be making improvements to
Municipal Matters to provide even more of the information you want. One immediate change you might notice
is that each issue will always be printed in colour. The additional cost for this change is quite small, but we
feel the impact is significant.
How much of each issue do you read?

What type of stories are you most likely to read?

All of it
Most of it
Some of it
None
No answer

I read everything
Waste & Recycling
Event listings
Recreation
Other

58%
28%
10%
2%
2%

Municipal Matters is issued four times a year. Do
you think this is…
Just enough
Not frequent enough
Too frequent
Other

90%
8%
0%
2%

64%
42%
36%
18%
6%

If we began offering an email every two months
with news and updates of interest to residents,
would you subscribe?
Yes
No
No answer

50%
42%
8%

Do you think Municipal Matters is easy to read and
find what you’re looking for?
Yes
No
Other

90%
6%
4%

Here are just a few of the comments we received when we asked “Do you have any other
suggestions for improvement?”
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All topics related to the content of council meetings, status updates on previous actions that deserve
follow-up.
Anything concerning MODL happenings or concerns. Right now I think you have a good balance of articles.
Are there other community events that could be included in the event listing section.
Deal with littering, roadside signs, fines posted in the paper.
Events and club news of area.
Geothermal, wind, solar, alternative energy sources.
A bit of a report by individual councillors of what they are working on for their district.
Highlights from council meetings.
Info available about grants, etc.
Maybe do more community news, look at what organizations are doing and feature one or more each time
you print a newsletter.
Maybe more senior programs/events.
More examples for blue bag items, I talk about items for the blue bag and people do not think it should go
there.
Municipal meeting highlights; topics of debate, areas of concern, clear instructions for recycling and
spring clean up.
One councillor profile per issue.
Rural planning and taxation.
Update on progress of MODL events and projects.

Learn more about your Municipality online at modl.ca
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First connections made to Sweetland Tower
We are pleased to announce that the Sweetland
Internet Tower has been erected, and we have
made our first few connections in the area. This
pilot project is a partnership with the provincial
government to construct a fixed wireless internet
service in the Sweetland area. NCS Networks
operates the service. If you're looking to sign up
for the Sweetland project, visit
www.novascotiahighspeedinternet.com and click
on the Sign Up button.
The Municipality understands that access to highspeed internet is of critical importance to our
residents and to the economic development of
the region. We're continuing to work with
Internet Service Providers, residents and other
levels of government to develop an Internet
strategy for the Municipality.
For more information, visit modl.ca/Internet or
contact Dave Waters, Economic Development
Officer at 530-3043 or Dave.Waters@modl.ca.

Local resident Anthony Organ was instrumental in bringing
this project to the Municipality's attention, and was the
first resident to be hooked up to the new tower.

Do you know an outstanding community volunteer?
MODL appreciates and celebrates volunteerism in our
communities! Nominations are being accepted to
recognize a volunteer who fits the category of
Outstanding Volunteer for the Municipality of the
District of Lunenburg.
We will choose one person to represent the
Municipality at the Provincial Awards Ceremony on
Monday, April 9, in Halifax. The deadline for
nominations is Friday, February 2. The form is
available on www.modl.ca or by calling 541-1343 or
emailing Kristy.Kaizer@modl.ca.

Last year’s Community Representative Alissa Getson with
Councillor Claudette Garland.

Additionally, community organizations are invited to
send two representatives to the Municipal Reception to
be held during Volunteer Week. Please complete a
nomination form and submit it to Kristy Kaizer by
Tuesday, April 3. The form is available on
www.modl.ca or by calling 541-1343 or emailing
Kristy.Kaizer@modl.ca

Learn more about your Municipality online at modl.ca
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Municipality joins Facebook
The Municipality of the District of Lunenburg recently created a Facebook page
as yet another way to reach residents
and share information about what’s happening in the Municipality.
On our page, you’ll learn about opportunities to attend open houses or other
community meetings, find out what
projects we’re working on, and learn
about the issues that affect residents in
the Municipality.
We recognize that many residents are
not on Facebook, and will continue to
share information on our website at
modl.ca as well as in Municipal Matters.

If you’re on Facebook,

head over and give our page a Like!

Learn more about your Municipality online at modl.ca
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Companies recognized for contributions to fire service
The Municipality awards a Certificate of Contribution to those businesses and community groups
that make a significant financial contribution to the fire service.
The Municipality also awards a Certificate of Recognition for Allowing Firefighters to Leave Work
to businesses that permit their employees to leave work when needed to respond fire calls, or
come in to work late if they have responded to a late night call.
Nominations are submitted by individual fire departments to the Fire and Emergency Services
Committee for review and approval. To learn more, contact Chris Kennedy, Fire Services
Coordinator, at Chris.Kennedy@modl.ca.
On November 14, the Municipality of the District of Lunenburg presented businesses that have supported the Dayspring & District Fire Department with certificates in recognition of their support.
The following five companies received Certificate of Recognition for Allowing Firefighters to
Leave Work: High Liner Foods, Michelin North America (Canada) Inc., Nature’s Reflection Landscaping Ltd., Nottus Ventures and Snyder’s Shipyard.
Additionally, the following four entities have received Certificates of Contribution: Corkum’s
Towing, MyHouse Design/Build Team Ltd., Norm Couttie, and Pacific Pre-Hung Doors (2013) Ltd.

At the Dayspring Your
Government, Your Ideas
meeting, Mayor Carolyn
Bolivar-Getson and
Councillor Reid Whynot stand
for a photo with
representatives from
organizations that received
recognition certificates.

Firefighters recognized for years of service
Blockhouse & District
Douglas Corkum, 30 years
Wade Wilkie 35 years
Charles Zwicker, 40 years

Learn more about your Municipality online at modl.ca
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Parade fun
The Municipality participated in the Santa Claus parade in Lunenburg and the Christmas on the LaHave parade on Saturday, November 25.

Long-standing Councillor recognized
Councillor Lee Nauss has spent 50 years on Council, 29 years as
Councillor and 21 years as Warden. During this time, he also
served as Deputy Mayor and chair of many committees, including
the Police Advisory Board. He has also represented the
Municipality with the Union of Nova Scotia Municipalities and the
Federation of Canadian Municipalities.
He is the longest running Council member in Nova Scotia, and
one of the longest serving Councillors in Canada. Lee led many
major accomplishments within the Municipality.
Thank you Lee, for your many years of service.
Councillor Lee Nauss, centre, receives recognition from the
Union of Nova Scotia Municipalities for 50 years of service.

This year, we held six Your Government, Your Ideas meetings.
These were held in October on Big Tancook, and in November in
Districts 1, 3, 6, 7 and 9.
Residents had the opportunity to hear a presentation from the
Mayor and contribute to a discussion about the Municipality’s
strategic priorities for 2018/2019. We also offered an online survey
option for residents who were unable to attend the meetings.
To read our Engagement Report, visit www.modl.ca/YGYI

Learn more about your Municipality online at modl.ca
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Be ready for winter storms
Emergency preparedness begins at home. When individuals and families are prepared,
there’s less chance that they will need scarce community resources when an
emergency occurs.
Step 1: Consider the impacts
Create an individual and family emergency
plan. The impacts of a severe winter storm
include:
•
•
•

Unsafe travel conditions
Widespread utility (power; phone;
internet) disruptions
School and business closures or
early dismissals

Step 2: Prepare for the impacts
Emergency preparedness involves having a
way to deal personally with the most likely
impacts of an event. To prepare for a winter
storm consider:
•
•
•

•

•
•

Listening to weather updates.
Revise travel plans (plan to travel ahead of the storm to arrive safely, or delay travel until after the
event).
Make sure you are aware of the travel plans of other family members. If you do have to travel, arrange
check-in plans to ensure someone will be aware if you don’t arrive at your destination. Keep an
emergency kit available in your vehicle to deal with being stranded on the road for an extended period of
time.
Consider how you could cope with being home (shelter-in-place) for 3 days or more, possibly without
power, and ensure you have appropriate supplies. These supplies might include:
• Food supplies (ready to eat without cooking) for people and pets
• Drinking water
• Medicines and essential supplies
• Safe alternative heating sources or fuel
• Flashlights, batteries
• Battery operated radio
• Telephone that doesn’t require power to be functional (non-portable phone)
Check on family members and neighbours prior to the event, particularly if they rely on you or you on
them, for assistance.
Charge all battery-operated devices such as cell phones, laptops, and radios.

Step 3: Talk about your plan
Emergency plans should be shared. Talk to all your family members about your plan, what you might need help
with, and how they can help. Make sure everyone knows where your emergency supplies are. Talk to
neighbours and relatives and your contacts to ensure they would be able to provide what you are counting on
them for!

Learn more about your Municipality online at modl.ca
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Continued...

Step 4: During the storm
Once a storm begins, put your emergency plan into action by:
•
Staying off the roads until it is safe to do so
•
Listening to radio updates from emergency officials
•
Check on neighbours and relatives within walking distance or by phone
•
Notify the Nova Scotia power outage line (1-877-428-6004) if you lose power
•
Practice safety measures if using candles, alternative heat sources, and generators. Make sure you have
good ventilation and don’t leave devices with open flames unattended.
Being prepared means you don’t have to be scared. Once you know how you and your family could cope and
you have the supplies you need, relax in the knowledge that you have done what you can. Settle in to enjoy
the storm.
The Nova Scotia Emergency Management Office website, www.gov.ns.ca/emo provides useful information on
how to prepare a home and car emergency kit.

Have you signed up for our Tax Installment Prepayment Plan?
The Municipality offers a Tax Installment Prepayment Plan (TIPP). It’s a program
that allows property owners to prepay the estimated property tax levies for the
following year. The Municipality's Tax Office administers the plan. The tax levies
include all applicable area rates (fire, sewer, hydrant charges, road maintenance,
street lights, etc.).
There are three prepayment options:
1.

Pre-defined Amount
You set a monthly payment amount due at the end of each month.

2.

12-month Equal Payment
You make 12 equal payments based on prior year tax billing, due at the end of each month.

3.

Full Amount
Payment in full amount upon due date based on the interim and final tax billing.

Typically, property owners enroll in options 1 or 2, making it easier for them to budget for property taxes and
utility tax obligations.
On the May interim tax bill and the October final tax bill of each year, your property tax notice will reflect all
funds previously withdrawn from your bank account. If your prepayments are in excess of taxes owing, your
notice will show a credit balance indicated by a negative amount. If your prepayments are less than taxes
owing, your notice will show a balance due, which will be subject to interest penalties if not paid by the due
date.
Though the ideal time to start TIPP is in May or October once all your current year property taxes are paid up
to date, you can sign up anytime. Applications must be received by the 16 th of any given month in order to
commence withdrawal on the following month.

To register, complete the Prepayment Application Form, available
at the Administration Building or online at www.modl.ca/TIPP
Learn more about your Municipality online at modl.ca
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Winter waste collection cancellations
Check for waste collection cancellations:
•

Lunenburg Regional Community Recycling
Centre website www.communityrecycling.ca

•

Lunenburg Regional Community Recycling
Centre Facebook page

•

Waste Hotline, 1-855-530-3324

•

CKBW 98.1 FM

When collection is cancelled, remove your waste from
the curbside immediately to make room for the snowplow.

Christmas tree collection
Natural Christmas trees will be collected on your
regular collection day from Monday, January 8 Friday, January 19, 2017. Trees will not be
collected at any other time during the year.
Up to two trees will be collected per house.
Apartment buildings: one tree per apartment, plus
one extra tree.
Place your tree curbside by 7:00 a.m. on your collection day. Remove all decorations. Call 543-2991
or visit www.communityrecycling.ca for more information.

Winter green cart tips
•

Put your cart out every two weeks, even
when partly filled. Food waste can freeze to
the sides of your cart - making it hard to empty.
Every bit of extra space in the cart helps during
winter.

•

Strain wet food waste. Wrap wet food in newspaper or put it in a cereal box.

•

•

Use paper leaf and yard waste bags to line your
cart or put balls of newspaper in the bottom of
your cart to keep food waste from sticking.
DO NOT put warm stove ashes in your green
cart. This can cause a fire! Cool ashes, wet
them and check for hot spots before putting
them in your cart. Sprinkle ashes on icy
driveways for traction or scatter them on your
garden.

•

Position your cart in front of snow banks, so it
can be grabbed easily by the waste collector.

•

Pull your cart back from the road after
collection so the snow plow doesn’t hit it.

•

For more information, call 543-2991 or visit
www.communityrecycling.ca.

Holiday waste sorting guide
Paper: non-metallic wrapping paper, tissue
paper, boxes, greeting cards and envelopes.
Organics: all food waste, meat, bones, fish,
vegetables, fruit, facial tissues and napkins,
paper plates, lobster shells and nut shells.
Recyclables: metal, plastic and glass food jars
and containers, hard plastic meat and veggie
trays, milk and juice jugs/cartons, bread and
frozen vegetable bags.
Garbage: bows, ribbon, metallic wrapping paper,
strings of Christmas lights, ornaments, garland,
tinsel, all hot and cold drink cups, styrofoam
plates, styrofoam packaging, straws and plastic
cutlery, candles (wax and LED), chip bags, nut
canisters and hand sanitizing wipes.

Find us on Facebook
The Lunenburg Regional Community Recycling Centre is on Facebook.
Get updates about holiday waste collections, clean-ups, storm
cancellations and other waste-related information.
Learn more about your Municipality online at modl.ca
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Building permits and inspections by the numbers


In 2016-2017 we received 548 building permit applications, with a construction value worth



Also in 2016-2017, we conducted



When applying for a building permit, if your application is complete and meets the building code, your
permit will be issued within 14 days. During the 2016-2017 fiscal year, we met our 14 day service
standard 90% of the time.



After your building permit has been issued and its time to call for an inspection, our service standard is
to conduct the inspection within 4 days. During 2016-2017 we met our standard 100% of the time for
all 2,026 inspections conducted in the Municipality.



Our building permit application forms are available at modl.ca or at the Municipal
Administration Office.

$30.4M.

2,026 inspections.

Have a building permit question or need an application mailed to you?

Give us a call at 541-1325.

LaHave River Straight Pipe
Replacement Program update
It’s full steam ahead on the LaHave River
clean up! To date, we’ve received 48
applications for straight pipe replacements.
A further 39 properties have provided
confirmation of their approved septic
systems.
We plan to complete the design work for up
to 40 properties this year, if this gorgeous
weather stays just a little longer.

Community meeting on Little Tancook
On September 15, Mayor Bolivar-Getson and CAO Kevin
Malloy attended a public meeting with MLA Hugh MacKay
on Little Tancook Island to discuss the future of the Little
Tancook wharf.
Residents had a productive discussion, and the
Municipality will continue to assist the residents of Little
Tancook in working with the province on the matter.

Learn more at www.modl.ca/LaHaveRiver.

Learn more about your Municipality online at modl.ca
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Winter Recreation update
Start planning now to enjoy our wonderful winter season.
Why not get a pair of snowshoes, skis or winter weather
wear so you can enjoy the white stuff? Have a look at our
Winter Recreation Guide or visit www.modl.ca for events
that will help you get active this winter. The guide will
be available before Christmas.
Take part in our “Take the Roof Off Winter” campaign
with organized snowshoe hikes, skating, skiing, sleigh
rides and coasting! Saturdays, January 20 to February 24
our TTROW gear will be available at the MARC. It’s all to
help you and your family get outside and active. Look for
details in our Winter Recreation Guide.
Mark these events on your calendar:
Snowshoe Hike, Ernst Forest Products, Woodlot, Spondo
Lake—January 21, 2 pm
Skating Party, Pine Grove Park—January 27, 2 pm
Winter Wonderland, Mahone Bay—January 28, 2 pm

Sleigh Rides, Northfield—February 3/4 or 10, 1-6 pm
Snowshoe Hike, Osborne Road, New Germany—February
18, 2 pm
Snowshoe Hike, River Ridge Common, New Germany—
February 25, 6 pm
MARC Trails & Campfire Meal, Dayspring —March 3, 3 pm
“Like” the District of Lunenburg Recreation on Facebook
for up-to-date information.
To discuss your program ideas, contact Tissy Bolivar,
541-1335 or email Tissy.Bolivar@modl.ca. For recreation
information, call 541-1343 or visit www.modl.ca.

Christmas Office Hours
The Municipal office will close
on Thursday, December 21 at 3
p.m. and re-open on Tuesday,
January 2 at 8 a.m.

Services Phone Numbers
General Inquiries

902-543-8181

Mayor’s Office
Taxes
Purchasing
Dog Control Officer
Engineering Department
Building Inquiries/Inspection
Planning General Inquiries
Civic Addressing Inquiries
Recreation Registration

902-541-1326
902-541-1329
902-541-1324
902-543-2022
902-541-1351
902-541-1325
902-541-1325
902-541-1325
902-541-1343

MARC Facility Bookings
Solid Waste Inquiries
Solid Waste Collection Issues

Learn more about your Municipality online at modl.ca

902-541-1343
902-543-2991
1-855-530-3324

